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Endeavoured to be? dleated-1 to the 


Satisfaction of thoſe who. are Re- 
«quired to take it. 
SY . * of C 


oo morrow „ Sir, 1 was Jeſired by a 
| Kinſman of mine, of a certain Houſe 
you know, to enquire (underhand as 
it were) whether you intended to take 

i Aljuration-Oath, or no: and I am glad I have met 

vou, to know your mind in that matter. 

A. Why ſhould your Kinſman doubt of it, pray 

Was not that Oath made to be taken by Men of 

Places ? Sha 

9. Truly, Ithink! Keg King talk, as if the Oath 
were made to be taken, by ſuch as were to come in- 
to Places; but that thoſe who had Places already 


VVV 
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. n 7 if the Ae Oath. 


were at liberty not to take i it, and would thereby an- 
A. Your Kinſman, without doubt, Sit, 5 — ; 
I deſire to be commended ; with the hopes of living 
to ſee him hanged, tho' he were of a better Houſe 
than he is. Tell him a true Exgliſp Gentleman may 

5 be better employed, than in annoying his Fellow- 
— Subjects, ald laying Snares for honeſt and well 
meaning Men, under pretence of ſecuring his Priuce, 

and ſerving his Country. He is an underſtanding 

Man, and will know what I mean. But, in anſwer 

| | 'to your geeſe Queſtion, & tell Him (underhand; as it 
verre) that 1 intend 7.0 take ene 

| fice, Md break His hear 9 

2. I perceive you cal in ſome has. and there- 

fore I won't. $8 don, to tell you what my Kinſman 


Rid farther. But you ſhall give me leave, now we 1 

B axe met, to cal bvertins matter ſeriouſly, {mcel am 1 

3 my ſelf, you know, a little concern'd, by the ſmall. 

| 5 Place 1 hold under the Government. Have vou con- 5 
ſidered the Oath we are to take, for there are ſome A 


things in it New, in which I want to be a little in- 
8 Firſt, we acknowledge the Queen to be 
the Lamful and. Rightful .Queen of this Realm, c. 
Secondly, we declare we believe in our Conſcience, 
that the Pretended Prince of Wales hath not any Right 
or Title whatſoever to this Realm, Oc. Thirdly, we 
Renounce, . Refuſe, and - #hjure, any Allegiance or 
Obedience'to Him. Laſtly, we ſay we make this 
Recognition, n Abjuration, Renun- 
ciation, and Promiſe, heartily and willingly. I have. 
ſomething to offer, if you pleaſe, upon cach of 
theſe Heads; and under the Firſt, I. deſire to know / 
what we muſt underſtand by Rightfl, 


41: 


* 


„ 


A. Tunderſfand by Rigeful, neither more nor leſs 
than 'Lawful - A Rig beful and a Lauſil Prince, is, 
to me, a Prince that hath all the Night to the Sub- 


Land give Him. e oF 4 
. 2. What need was there then, of ſaying that by 
Zwo Words, which might be ſignified by Ore? 
A. No need at all, but that Lawyers; when they 


| jets Allegiance and Obedience that the Laws of the 


make Oaths, think they are drawing Leaſes, When 


the King in his Coronation-Oath, ſwears he will, 
in all his Judgments, adminiſter Eguity, Right, and 
Juſtice, do you think he intends to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Right and Juſtice ? Or is there any difference 
between Right and Juſtice? When a Man ſwears. 


he will fal, perform, and execute a Bargain, or Of- 


fice, does. he intend, think Ou, to do ſo many 
ſeveral things ? When he fi As his Promiſe, does 


he not perform it? when he has truly performed 
his Barꝑa in, has he not truly executed it? but Men 


ſeek to have their Minds afſured by repetition of 


things that look like ſomewhat, but are truly no- 


thing to the ſecuring their main purpoſe, What 
dnl vou of ejedting, expelling, amoving, and put- 
ting-out a Tenant. that keeps not Covenants? with a. 
thouſand. fuch like Expreſſions, to be found in eve- 


ry Law-Book ; Is not all our common Diſcourſe, 


are not all Hiſtories, and indeed all Books, fult of 
ſuch Taxtology > And tho' Oaths, of all things in 


the World, ought to be freeſt from it, yet When 
they come to take up half a Sheet of Paper, and 
are made by Men of Subtlety, they can hardly avoid 

it. So that if you have nothing elſe to determine 


you to make a difference betwixt Rig hiſul and Lau- 


ful, but that they are two words, you may very ea- 


{iy believe they mean the ſame thing. 2, But, 


4 The Caſe of the Abjuration Oath. 
2. But, pray, were not Rightful and Lawful, the 
very words uſed in the Oath of Alegiance, made 
to King James the Firſt, and were they not uſed to 
ſignify his Hereditary Right, as well as his Poſſeſſory 
one? and may they not now be uſed in the 44- 
juration Oath, to the like purpoſe 2 - _ 
Ai. I remember to have read in Fa#zar's Chronicle 
(who lived and, wrote in the time of Henry VII. 
and died in 1512) that Sir 7homas Dymock the Cham- 
pion, came into Weſtminſter-Hall, at the Coronation 
of Henry IV. and there challenged any one, who 
ſhould affirm that Xing Henry was not Ryghtful Enhes 
. rytour of the Crown of England, and Ryghtfully Crown- 
ed: by which he could not poſſibly mean, that he 
was next in Blood to the preceding Kings ; for eve- 
ry Body knew the contrary, and Mortymer was ge- 
nerally known to be the next by lineal Succeſſion, 
tho' then but ſeven years old: And tho' he claimed, 
by Blanch his Mother, from Henry III. yet could he 
not be Righiſul Inheritor of the Crown, upon that 
ſcore, unleſs both Edw. I. Edw. II. Edw. III. and Rich. II. 
were all of them wrong ful Poſſeſſors, which Ithink 
he would not venture to ſay; it being certain that 
Edmund Crouchbact was younger by ſix years than 
Edward I. By all which I intend only to ſay, that 
by Rightful could nog be meant the next in blood. 
But, not to trouble you with theſe old Stories 1 
I ſay directly, that whatever the Parliament of James I. I 
meant by. Rightful, the Preſent Parliament that fra- 4g 
med the Ajuration Oath, could by no means intend 
by the Word Rightful, to mean an Hereditary Right, 
bye re tu oo 
2. How does that appear: 
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A. Be- 


The.Caſe of the Abjuration Oathi 3 
A. Becauſe this Aiuration Oath was made to King 
William the Third, who could not poſſibly have an 
Hereditary Right to the Crown of England whilſt 
_ his Queen, and Her preſent Majeſty were a- 
MED onion rn 1 | 
2. Pray what did they mean, then, by that Word: 
A. Remember ffrſt, what they, neither did, nor 
could, mean by it: and that will eaſe your mind 
of one Scruple, that has, I perceive, riſen in it; 
as if by acknowledging a Prince to be Rightful, 
we thereby acknowledged a Right by Blood. Re- 
member ſecondly, that the Parliament which framed 
and impoſed this AZjuration Oath, has not told us 
what they mean by Rightful; and therefore have left 
us to explain it, by Lawfu/, if there be no Incon- - 
gruity or Inconſiſtency in doing ſo. Would they 
not hereby give the People to underſtand, that when 
the States of the Kingdom, being preſſed by the 
moſt violent Neceſſities, have pitched upon a Prince 
to ſit upon the Throne, and freely choſen him for 
their King, the People of that Kingdom are obliged 
to pay their Allegiance and Obedience to him? The 
Laws of the Kingdom run in the Name of ſuch 
a King; command Obedience to Him; puniſh the 
Diſobedient ; and know. no other King but Him: 
Is not this a Lawful King: And tho he might have 
no Right before he was thus Choſen, Crowned, and 
Submitted to, by the Eſtates of the Kingdom, yet, 
after that, may he not have a full Right to all the 
Allegiance and Obedience of the Subjects, that the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of that Kingdom, in ſuch 
caſe give Him: Do you not think the King of 
Poland is as Rightful and Lawful a King, when du- - 


ly Elected, Crowned, and Sworn, agcording to 
TELE? 4 that 


Ms e eee + 2 RAR a ee eto or Fae fs 2 As to after ages 
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6- We Caſe of the Ahjuratini'0ah, 
that Saane Otto, ns nity other King in the 
World, where the Crown is Hereditary : 


. * 
LY 


9. Yes, becauſe Rightful' and Lawful, do here 
reſpect the due Election, Coronation, and Admiſlion 
of ſuch Prince: but in Hereditary Kingdoms, they 

reſpect Proximity of Blood, and the next of Kin. 
Ai. Then have we had no Rigbiſul Rings of England, 
but ſuch as came to the Crown by Lizeal Deſcent-: 
And I'll affure you then, we muſt part with à great 
many ſince the Conqueſt, whom yet the: Nation: has 
ſubmitted to, and ſworn Allegiance to, as Kings, and 
all along accounted true Kings. The Parliament 
(you know) deſired Richard the Third to accept the 
Crown, as to Him of Right belonging, as well by: Fuhe> 
ritance, as by Lawful Election. You ſee they thought 
a Prince might have a Right to the Crown by Lawfu! 
Election as well as by Inheritance; and therefore if 
they had calf'd him a Righrful King, with regatd to 
Lawful Ele#ion, where had been the Abſurdity >: that 
Which I have no Right to, Zeſore it be conferr'd on 
me by thoſe who have it in their Power, I have a 
Right to, 9 ꝗ — 1 conferred : And tho 1 
might not be a Rightful Claimer, yet I may be a Right- 
ful for. Unleſs it be made evident, that the 
Right by Birth, catrfior, or ought not to be defeated 
by any Powers on Earth, for any Conſiderations what- 
ever, even for the Preſervation of a numerous People 
from Ruine and Deſtruction. Unleſs this can be 
made good, it will follow that He who is not the 
Right Heir to the Crown, may yet become a Right- 
ful King; to the ſetting aſide the Right Heir. But 
the preſent Parliament, you ſee, have had no reſpect 
to Proximity of Blood, and yet have called King Wil- 
liam a Rightful King ; and therefore you may _ 
8 | tang 


The Caſe of the. Abjuration Onth. 7 


land it in ſome other ſenſe; but in that, which you 
molt fear, you cannot take or underſtand it. 
- 2. But at this rate it ſhould ſeem, that a King 
de facto is as Rightful a King as a King de jure. 
A. Altogether, with reſpect to the People; He has 
as full a Right to their Allegiance, Service, and Obe- 
dience, as if He had been the Right Heir by Blood. 
The Law makes, and knows no difference betwixt 
the Kings Elected, Crown'd, and Sworn to, and thoſe 
Who ſucceed to the ſame Honour by Deſcent. They 
come to the Throne by different ways, but when 
they are ſeated there, they have equal Right to the 
Subjects Duty. The Eſtates of the Kingdom are to 
look to themſelves, in conſidering what Neceſſities 
are great enough to juſtifie the Changes they are 
making, for they will certainly be accountable to God 
in their Private Perſons, for, all that proceeds from 
Hatred, and Revenge, and Intereſt, and Ambition. 
Q. Then if I had taken this Oath to King William 
I had ſworn, that I believ'd, ſince the Eſtates of the 
Kingdom finding themſelves under the greateſt Straits, 
had choſen Him King, Crown'd Him, and given 
their Faith to Him, I Was by the Laws of the Land 
oblig d to acknowledge Him King, and that He had 
a Right to. the Allegiance of the Subjects of this Na- 
tion. But this I could not have done with ſo per- 
fect Satisfaction, unleſs I alſo (for my own part) 
believ'd, that, preſuming the Neceſlities of.a Nation 
to be truly ſtrong and violent, the Eſtates of it muſt 
needs have a Power of preſerving themſelves, by 
going out of the Common Way, and doing ſome- 
thing extraordinary and unuſual, when the ordinary 
Methods fail them. Theſe Reaſons, I hope, will 
juſtifie my acknowledging King William to be 6, 
n 


or T. 


„ T Cafe of the Abjuration Oath.” 
fl ind Lawful King of England. I am ſomewhat | 


more ſuſpicious of my. Clearnefs, in the Second Ar- 
ticle, wherein I acknowledge that I believe in my Cb 
e that the P. P. of Wales, hath not any Right 

" Title whatſoever to theſe Realms. Now ſuppoſe 
1 hould believe bim to be indeed the Son of the 
late King James, how can I ſay in my Conſcience, 


e has no Right or Title whatſoever'to the Crown, 
ſince the eldeſt Son of a King, has always been 


the Laws of d acknox 
run in Her Name; require the Su 
and puniſh the Diſobedient as Rebels. What would 


thought to have at leaſt a Title to his Father's Do- 


® - A * | ; 


minions, in all Hereditary Kingdoms? 


A. Lou are one, who have taken already the 


Oath of Allegiance" to King William,” and by that 


means excluded the Right and Title of the P. P. 
of Wales as far as in you lay 3. how could you do 


that, unleſs. you thought the ſame Neceſſity and the 


fame, Power, which made him King, could alſo ex- 
elude woe Other you acknowledge the Preſent Poſ- 

of the Throne to be Rightſul and Lawful King; 
whilſt he is ſo, no other can have any Right or Ti- 
tle to. your Allegiance. The Princeſs: of Denmark is 
now alſo upon the Throne, by the ſame Parliamenta- 
ry. Proviſion ;; the Eſtates of the Kingdom have. ſub- 


mitted to Her, and ſworn Allegiance to Her, and 


mMQreqver n Her Rightful and Lawful Queen; 
the Land 1 Her Authority; 
ject Sto obey Her 2 


vou more? The fame Powers have alſo ſetled the 


Succeſſion. in the Proteſtant Line for ever ? they have 


excluded all Papiſts from ever fitting on the Engliſh 


Throne: If the P. P. of Wales be a Papiſt, he is, you 
ſee. for ever excluded (let him be never ſo much 
King James s Son) upon that ſeore. This is — 


De Cafeof the Ahab Db. 9 


ally to take zway all, Right and Title whatſoryer; to 


hy Realms of England, & c. Your Buſineſs now is, 


to be ſatisfied that when there is a Arong and abfo⸗ 
lute Neceſſity of making Changes, of ſetting by one 


Perſon, and ſubſtituting another, the Eſtates o* the 

Kingdom (who are to be Judges when this Neceffity 
ome upon them) are "ndtrally inveſted with, this 
Power. And ſince I 'now ſpeak to 4 Mal, "who be! 


lieves the P. P. of Mules to be the omy Son. of the 


late King James, and yet has taken the Oath of AF 


legiance to the late King William and Queen Mary, 


and willts her Preſent Majeſty—— T defire to know 


upon what grounds he can do this, which- will not” 
alſo bear the excluding the P. P. of Wates, for evers 
If the Parliament had Power to ſet by the Right and 


Title of the P. P. of Wales, during the Government 
of King William, and of Her Hong Majeſty, why 


not for twenty Reigns longer, wh Bali not for ever ? 

But you your ſelf have acknowledged this Power, by 
ſubmitting, and ſwearing legs twice, to the 
defeating the Right and Title (as you believe) of 


the P. P. why may you not do fo, if you ſhould 
live a hundred years longer? If you are ſatisfied with 


what you have already done, why may you not con- 
tinue to do the like 

2. Why, being told by Learned Men, 80 Lean 
ed Books, that the Laws of the Land requir'd, and 
would bear out, the Subjects taking the Oath of Al- 
legiance to a King Elected, Crown d, and Acknow- 
ledg d King by the States of the Realm, I have done 


it hitherto with a very honeſt mind, without diſclaim- 


ing any ones Right or Title, which I am now requir'd 
to do; which is a new thing, and tlierefore is ſome- 
thing more than I have been doing all this while. 

5: D- A. Tis 
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10 The Caſe of the Abjuration Oath. | 
A. Tis ſaying ſomething more, but doing the ſame: 
You have, for 13 Vears paſt, excluded, defeated, 
renouncd, and refusd, the Right of King James to 
your Allegiance and Obedience, becauſe you have 
actually transferr'd them to another Perſon ; and 3 
when he has by Declaration reclaim'd you as a Sub- b 
ject, you attended not to him, but told him yo — 
owed him no Service or Allegiance, but were the true  # 
Subject of the King in Poſſeſſion, Was this to own 9 
his Right and Title? Doubtleſs he thought not ſro #3 
himſelf. I ſpeak not thus, to blame you for what A 
you did, for you did what you ought, as a true Sub- 3 
ject, to do; but only to ſhew) you, that you have YN 
actually, virtually, and effectually, and to all intent? 
and Purpoſes, for 13 Years ſpace, excluded and re- Y 
nouncd to the Right of King James, and of his Son 2 
(ſo thought by you,) altho' you have never done it: 1 
in Words and Form : And you can by the ſame Prin- F 
ciples, ſwear Allegiance to ſix Kings and Queens 
more, in Poſſeſſion, notwithſtanding the Right and: 
Title you think the P. P. of YYales has, is it not fo, 
- 2. Ves Sir, it is, if I were not to diſclaim. this 
Right.and;Title-in, Words. ho wr, nd 
A. How can you think your ſelf at Liberty to diſ- 
claim this Right and Title in Deed, but not in YYords? 
You have ſworn Allegiance to K. William, you will ſwear = 
it to Q. Anne. You can to the Princeſs Sophia, and- 1 
her Proteſtant Heirs. Vou therefore have excluded 1 
the Right the P. P. of Wales had to your Allegiance 
during the laſt Reign. You will exclude his Right 
during the preſent Reign, by ſwearing Allegiance to 
1 Queen Aune. You can exclude his Right for the 
future, by ſwearing Allegiance to the Houſe. of Zan 


uer, - 
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| The > Caſe of the Ajuration Oath. 11 
ver, whilſt Proteſtant. What is the Right of the 
P. P. of YYales to the Crown, but a Right to the 


| Allegiance of the Subjects of England: This Right, 
you ſee, they have transferr'd, for the time paſt, to 


King William; for the time preſent, to Queen Anne : 
for the time to come, to the Houſe of Hanover, whilſt 


Proteſtant: And your ſelf have joined with them, 
in the two firſt Periods, and are ready to join with 


them in the third, when God ſhall pleaſe (and we will 
pray it may be late) to bring it about. What ſort 
of tenderneſs is this, which you ſeem- to have for 
a Right and Title, which has taken no Place, for 13 
Years paſt, with you? Which will take no Place 
with you, as long as Her preſent Majeſty reigns ? 
and which will take no Place, when the Houſe 
of Hanover comes to the Throne, which, for ought 


you know, may continue many Generations, and 


to which you ſay you can ſubmit, and may 
indeed upon the ſame Grounds on which you 
fwore Allegiance to the late King William. Do 


you not yet perceive, that you have already done, 
and are now in a diſpoſition todo; to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, what you are afraid to ſay in Words, 7. e. 


exclude the Right and Title of the P. P. of Wales, . 
for ever? Believe it, Sir, that but one Prinee at a 


time, can have a Right to the Allegiance of the Sub- 
ject: And the ſame Powers, that can honeſtly, 


transfer the Allegiance of the Subject from one Prince 


to another for thirteen Years, can do it for thirteen 
Score, if there be the ſame Reaſon or Necellity, of 
which thoſe Powers muſt needs. be Judges. Now: 


you ſee that the ſame Powers which deteated the 


Right and Title of the P. P. of Wales, ever ſince his: 
Eather's Death, have alſo defeated. and laid. it des 
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during Her Majeſty's Reign, and the Reigns of all 
her Proteſtant Succeſſors. You may therefore as 
hogeſtly (becauſe upon the fame bottom) declare 
the P. P. of Wales has no Right or Title to the Al- 
legiance of the Subjects of England, as you could 
honeſtly pay Allegiance to the late King William, 
becauſe the Lords Spiritual and Temporal; and Com- 
mons aſſembled in Parliament, who gave our Alle- 
glance to the One, have taken it away from the Other, 
in expreſs words; as well as implicitly by an Ac that 
declares Papiſts uncapable of ſucceeding to our 
Throne. All this you underſtand as fpoken to ane, 
who has heretofore ſworn Allegiance to King William, 
and yet believes the P. P. of Wales to be King James's 
Son, and to have a Right by Blood to inherit. As 
for thoſe who know not what to think of his Birth, 
but doubt of the Matter, if they believe in their Con- 
ſcience that He who is not the certain and andoubted 
Heir of King James has no Right to the Crown, let 
them conſider, whether they may not ſwear that 
the P. Prince of Wales has no Right or Title to the 
Crown, till his Birth be cleared and rendred unſu- 
ſpected; let them put it upon Him, and his Adhe- 
rents, to make his Right undoubted, by making his 
Birth and Deſcent. from King James undoubted. 1 
would not, by any means, allure a Man whoſe Intereſt 
diſpoſes him, but whoſe Fears and Suſpicions keep 
him back, to take an Oath, with a Mind diſtruſtful 
and without aſſurance ; and therefore I only offer 
theſe things to ſuch Peoples Conſideration : Whether 
they can ground an undoubted Right, upon a Birth, 
of which they themſelves ſee cauſe to doubt 2 Whe- 
ther a Birth undoubted does not (according to their 
Principles) give an undoubted Right > Whether they 
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ſhould prefer a Doubtful Right, derived from a Doudt- 
ſul Birth, to the Right of one, whoſe Birth is not 
doubted? Whether this be not the Cafe of Her Pre- 
ſent Majeſty, and the P. P. of Wales, with thoſe Peo- 
ple who doubt the Birth of the Latten: 

2. But may not I believe Her Preſent Majeſty to 
have an wndoubted Right (by her undoubted Birth) 


to the Crown; and believe at the ſame time that the 


P. P. of Wales has ſome kind of Right or other, tho' 
I know not well what it is ? 


A. No indeed; thoſe things are inconſiſtent ; there 


is but one at a time that can have any Right to the 
Crown, by Birth; and therefore if her Preſent Ma- 
jeſty has an undoubted Right by Birth, the P. P. 
ean have none at all, neither great nor ſmall, lit- 
tle or much. You ſhould therefore let your Doubt- 
ful Birth, yield to the Undoubted one, or ceaſe to 
doubt one way or other. For ſince your Right is de- 


rived from your Birth, ( Inow ſpeak as you ſpeak ) 
your Right muſt needs be doubtful, if your Birth 


be /o. . : 
2. | > 4g his Birth to be doubtful : how can! 
then a | poſitively that he has no Right or 


Title whatſoever, 1. e. not ſo much as a doubtful 


Title. BOT 
A. If the Parliament, you think, had any reſpect 


to his Birth, when they uled rheſe Words; then, you 


ſee, they have declared the P. P. to be no true Son 
of King James, for they ſay he has no Right or Ti- 
tle whatſoever ; therefore no Right by Birth, there» 
fore not born from King James, and what can re- 


move your private doubts concerning his Birth, if 


ſuch a Declaration cannot ? But if (as there is all 


the Reaſon. in the World to believe) the 8 ; 
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Had no Reſpe& or Conſideration of the Birth of the 

P. P. whether doubtful or not, ſuſpicious or  with- 

out Suſpicion, but intended (let him be never fo 

much K. Fames's Son) to exclude him from the 

Crown, you are then (as I faid) to conſider whether 

a Doubtful Right (derived from a Birth which to 
1 you is doubtful) is any Right at all, compared with 

1 2 Right which is not doubtful, from Birth; and whe- 
1 ther you cannot honeſtly affirm, that he whoſe Right 
is doubtful, becauſe his Birth is ſo, has no Right what- 
ſoever, that appears to you. Theſe Things leave to 

their Conſideration, who believe that King James's 
10 Son has a Right and Title, but doubt in their Hearts 

1 whether the P. P. of Wales, be his Son or no. I take 

jI the Oath my ſelf, you know, upon another Princi- 

ple, i. e. the Perſwaſion I have, that the Eſtates of 
a Nation, are naturally intruſted with its Security, 

| in the beſt manner they can; and that if theſe find 

ll themſelves under an abſolute Neceſſity of laying a- 


| ſide one Title, and ſetting up another, the Subjects 
| are ſafe in point of Conſcience, in ſubmitting to their 
| hl Judgment; and therefore if theſe Eſtates determine 
it that ſuch, or ſuch a One hath no Right to the Alle- 
10 giance of the Subject, I look upon my ſelf as diſ- 
| | charged, and, if commanded by them, /ay ſo too: 


This is my Opinion, which, as far as I can judge, is 
founded on the beſt Reaſon, the nature and deſign 
of Government, and freeſt from abſurd Conſequences ; 
| it lays the Fault (if there be any) where it ſhould lie, 

| 


namely, on thoſe who are entruſted with this Power, 
It | and who muſt anſwer for abuſing it, out of little 
| private reſpects, and naughty purpoſes of their own: 
| It diſcharges private Subjects, who have neither Lei- 
lliure, Skill, nor Abilities, to conſider Rights and * 
—— | "wy tles 
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tles of Princes: And it is ſupported by innume- 


rable Examples, in our own Kingdom, which 
muſt, otherwiſe, have been frequently involv'd in 


dreadful Perjuries, and unavoidably fo, with regard 


to the generality of the People. The Queſtion is 
not, Whether the Crown of Exgland be not Heredi- 
tary ;\ nor whether the next in Blood is not to ſuc- 
ceed ; nor whether the Males are not to be pre- 


ferred before the Females, Theſe things are cer- 


tain; . theſe are fix'd and ſetled Rules with us; 


this is our Conſtitution; but the Queſtion is, Whe- 


ther theſe are ſo unalterable, that no Emergen- 
cies, no Occaſions, no Neceſlities whatſoever, 
can juſtifie our going out of theſe ways, at any 
time ? Whether the Publick Good, the Preſerva- 


tion of the People's Liberties, Religion and E- 


ſtates, are all to be poſtpond to any of theſe 


_ Conſiderations ; and that for ever 2 Theſe Rules, 
before mentioned, were fix'd and ſettled for the 


ſake of the Publick Good, and to preſerve the 
People's Liberties, Religion, and Eſtates. Can 

they never be tranſgreſsd, paſsd by, or over- 
look d for the ſake of the Publick Good, and for 


the Preſervation of our Liberties, Religion, and 


Eſtates » If you fay that this can never hap- 


pen, I ask you, can you paſs them by, if it 


fould, by ſome Diſaſter happen? If you can, then 
I am ſure there muſt be ſome People of the 


Kingdom, who muſt be Judges when it does 


happen. „ . 
2. You have, in a great meaſure, ſatisfied 
me of the Reaſonableneſs of ſubmitting my pri- 


vate Judgment, to that of the Eſtates of the 


| Abjuration Oath. 
Kin dom. 1 {ball give you the leſs trouble in 
" Bl ing to the Th * rticle, which requires 
us to Rem nounce, Refuſe, and 45 ure any Allegi 
| ance, or Obedience to Him: For if Her Preſent 
Majeſty, be the Rightful and Lawful Queen, (as 
is ſhewn in the Firft Article) no other Perſon, 
-- certainly, can have an R. Right to my Allegiance 
or Obedience; becauſe I can neither owe, nor 
pay them to more than One at a time, and 
that muſt be to the Perſon whom 1 acknowleds | 
 Rightful and Lawful. If, again, I acknowledge 
the p. P. of Wales to have no Right or Title 
wphatſoe ver to the Crown, (as in the Sec Ar- 
ticle) it follows unavoidably that he can have 
no Right or Title whatſoever to my Allegiance- 
or Obedience; and therefore I make no diffi- 
culiy of Renouncin Refuſing, and Abjuring a- 
ny Allegiance or O ge 18 to Him. But, pray, 
(for the ſake of fome body elſe): What is meant 
by Abjuring 2 . 
A. Bee Him, Renouneing Him with an 
Oath. When Criminals heretofore, abjured their 
Country they ſwore they would never return 
more into it. When Hereticks abjure their He- 
retical Opinions, they fwear they Ive left them, 
and will entertain them no more: And ſo to al. 
jure Allegiance, is to ſwear we will never pay any 
to ſueh a n. 
* 2 Ay, that's the thing my Friend ſtumbles 
He 1 that by abjuring Allegiance to: 
the p. P. of Wales, he cuts himſelf off from ever. 
ſubmitting to his Government, if ever God, for 
our. — ONS. ſet. him over us. 
A: Your. 


4. vou Friend had beſt take heed "of. "Fw 
| ſuch a' Senſe to the Word Abjure, in hits n 
Mind, which it has not in it ſelf, nor in mmon 
Conſtruction. Does not your Friend ſ ear tore | 
nounce all Allegiance to the P. P.? Does he not 
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alſo ſwear he refuſes all Allegiance td. 
Do not theſe Words bind him as ſtrong 


. 
futurity, as the Word Abjure > For oe EF 
_ does your Friend think he ſears: to Renounce add &. 
Refuſe Allegiance to the P. P.: tell him he abjures, - 
| Allegiance for juſt that time, neither more nor 
leſs ; and when he is at liberty from this Oatn 


of Remouncing and Refuſing Allegiance to the P. P. 


he Will find himſelf at Liberty, the ſame mo- 
ment, from his Oath of Abjuring the ſame Alle- 
- J renounce, with a ſolemn, Oath, the 
keeping Company with ſuch a Man and 1 

forſwear keeping him Company; where's the dif- 
ference? Will my forſwearing his Company, bind 


me longer, than my renouncing his Company, 
with an Oath, will bind me ? I ſee not how it 
ſhould. = 

2. But how can I either Renounce, Ref 2 or 


Aare, what may ſome time or other (if GOD 


ſhould be ſo provoked ) come upon me ? How 


can I bind my ſelf to that which may be im- | 


poſlible ? | 
'A. This is a Queſtion rightly put, and lays 


the ſtreſs upon the Matter of the Oath, and 
not upon the Word Abjure, which bears no 
more than the other Expreſſions: And in anſwer 
do it, I ſay, that you are not underſtood to mean, 


57 theſe Expreſſions, get you never will ſubmit 
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You will never court it, to be ſure, nor contri- 


bute willingly any thing towards it; na = 
muſt do your beſt, and utmoſt oe © 
keep that Day far from you, according to what 


your Station and your Quality exact of you. 


But when you have done all you can, it ma) 
be impoſſible to prevent that Misfortune, | — 


you are not tied to Impoſſibilities, nor bound 
againſt unconquerable Neceſſities. When you 
have forſworn ſuch a Man's Company, if he 


| ſhould force himſelf into it, and ſhut the Door 


upon you, would you think your ſelf forſworn 


for ſlaying with im? If your Superiors (who 


have Power) ſhould command you to tranſact ſome 


buſineſs of Importance to the Publick, with that 
Man, would you be forſworn by doing ſo ? No, 


becauſe you forſwore his Company only, whi 
you were Maſter of your ſelf, 45 at Soi 7:5 


berty to do as you would: And no Man ſwears. 


to any thing that is out of his Power. Nay, 


farther yet, when a Criminal heretofore 44jur'd 


his Country, he was at liberty to return again, 


- notwithſtanding his Abjuration, if his King ſhould 
recall him, altho it were in his Power not to 


2. I will then trouble you no farther, than. 


to ask you, in a word, what is meant by ſwear- 


ing willingly under the /aft Article of the Oath 
for tho I had had no ſcruple at all, ang 


to the Matter or Form of the Oath, yet I de- | 
clare I had rather vort tate it, by 2 a Hah 
1 never took an Oath, impoſed upon me by 


* 
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of 
Authority, willingly, . ſince I was born, b nf 25 ; | 


| know not who does, or ever did; if by 3 
lingly we mean gladly, and of our own accords «© * 
And 1 know not how it ſhould be done, whey „ 
commanded us by our Superiors. Sn 
A. This is but a Word of Form, and i is uſed i 5 
moſt Publick Oaths; it ſignifies. that we are un: 
der no Force, or Coercion, but the Commands 
of our Lawful Superiors ;. and that we ſwear not | | 
with a Relultant Conſcience, ut Satisfackion ang 
Aſſurance. We do not mean, that we would 1 
chooſe of our own accord to take this Oath, 
but that being called by thoſe who have Au- 
thority, we readily ſubmit, to give them that 
Security of our Allegiance, and Obedience, they „ 
require; and can do it with an honeſt Mind, 
and good Conſcience. But I cannot forbear to , 
ſay, on this occaſion, that the multiplying Würd, 
that differ little in ſenſe, in Oaths, is both a FE, 
fooliſh and a wicked thing. And I would I could FL. — 
alſo ſay. ſomething to the purpoſe, to thoſe who: + Fn. 
multiply Oaths themſelves upon the People, tho”, © #*% a7 
never ſo ſhort and plain. Tis a Liberty they 1 — 
will, one Day, ; Li to God for ard of with- 
out a moſt apparent and invincible Neceſſity; 
and I think no Nation in the Chriſtian. World 
demands ſuch. ſtrange and frequent eie 
from the Subjects as ours does. When once a 
Party gains ſtrength, it calls for Shilloleth im- 
mediately, to kill the Men it hopes cannot pro- 
nounce it. But I forbear, and wiſh" with afl my 
Heart, we may no longer think of afflicting, but 
turn to nelping, eaſing, and ſupporting one 2. 
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